[Signal/noise ratio at the visual recognition threshold of incomplete figures].
We measured recognition thresholds of incomplete figure perception (the Gollin test). This test we regarded as a visual masking problem. Digital image processing permits us to measure the spatial properties and spatial frequency spectrum of the absent part of the image as the mask. Using a noise paradigm, we have measured the signal/noise ratio for Incomplete Figure. Recognition was worse with better spectral "similarity" between the figure and the "invisible" mask. At threshold, the spectrum of the fragmented image was equally similar to that of the "invisible" mask and complete image. We think the recognition thresholds for Gollin stimuli reflect the signal/noise ratio.